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American Federal Authority and the Issue of Human Rights

——a discussion of the measures taken
to promote racially mixed education——

by
IMAZU Akira

The abolition of the racially segregated education system in public
schools in the context of the need to unify the nation became an important
policy issue in postwar America. But because the power and the respon-
sibility to deal with educational problems had been historically entrusted
to the state government, the intervention of the federal authority provoked
a constitutional controversy and aroused a large scale resistance movement
on the part of Southern states. The Federal Judiciary, as bearer of
federal authority, succeeded in overcoming the doctrine of state “interpo-
sition ” which was used as a shield by the South. However, as racially
mixed education did not make much smooth progress, all the three
branches of federal authority at the time of the Johnson administration
made efforts to swiftly enforce mixed education. Nevertheless, in the
metropolitan areas in the North-East and Mid-West for example, racial
relations displayed an increasingly complicated pattern, and affirmative
action in the field of education reached its ebb tide in the mid-seventies
and the former prime mover, the Supreme Court itself, was on the verge
of its stance. One could say that the contention of the white majority, who
looked upon the affirmative action as reverse discrimination, was being
reflected in politics. In the leading nations of the world the eighties was
a period in which policies shifted to the right, and also in America where
the conservative line continues from Reagan to Bush, the issue of human
rights of all citizens is actually being put to question. Although equal
protection is guaranteed by the constitution and racism has legally been
extinguished, the problem remains how to break down biases embedded
in societal institutions.
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