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@ California State Emergency Relief Administration, Migratory
Labor in California (Sacramento, 1936) p. 55.

@ “The Report of Los Angeles County Relief Administration
and the Work Progress Administration under the Direction of
Dr. Towne Nylander” (1936), Carey McWilliams, Factories in the
Field : The Stovy of Migratory Fayrm Labor in California (Boston :
Little Brown Books, 1939, reprint ed., New York: Arno Books,
1969) p. 248. MgpHR®

@ McWilliams, op. cit., p. 266 ; Paul S. Taylor and Tom Vasey,
“ Contemporary Background of California Farm Labor” Rural
Sociology Vol. 1, No. 4 (December, 1936) p. 401; Jamieson, op.
cit., p. 7; Alexander Morin, The Organizability of Farm Laboy in
the United Siaies (Cambridge: Harvard U. P, 1952) pp. 81-82;
QB 187 Cletus E. Daniel, Bitter Harvest: A History of
California Farmworkers, 1870-1941 (Ithaca: Cornell U. P, 1981)
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® John Modell, The Economics and Politics of Racial Accommio-
dation: The Japanese of Los Amgeles, 1900-1942 (Urbana: Uni-
versity of Illinois Press, 1977) pp. 125-126 ; Edna Bounacich
and John Modell, The Economic Basis of Ethnic Solidarity :
Small Business in the Japanese Amervican Community (Berke-
ley : University of California Press, 1980) p. 65; Stephen S.
Fugita & David J. O'Brien, Japanese Amevican Ethnicity: The
Persistence of Community (Seattle, University of Washington
Press, 1991) pp. 58-59; Roger Daniels, " Japanese America,
1930-1941: An Ethnic Community in the Great Depression”
Journal of the West Vol. XXIV, No. 4 (Oct, 1985) p. 47. 54
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@ U. S. Congress, Senate, Subcommittee of the Committee on
Education and Labor, Hearings on Violations of Free Speech and
Rights of Labor, T4th Congress 2d Session-76th Congress 3rd Ses-
sion (Washington D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1939-1940)
(hereafter cited as LaFollette Committee, Hearings) pt. 62 (July,
1940) p. 22490; pt. 54 (Jan, 1940) p. 19779

@ Ibid. pt. 62, p. 22667; Harry Schwartz, Seasonal Favm Labor
in the United States with Special Refevence to Hired Workers in
Fruit and Vegetable and Sugar-beet Production (N. Y.: Columbia
U. P, 1945) p. 154; Cletus E. Daniel, “ Agricultural Unionism
and the Early New Deal: The California Experience” Southern

California Quarterly Vol. LIX No. 2 (Summer, 1977)
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@ Deparment of Industrial Relations, State of California, Mexi-
cans in California : Report of Governor C. C. Young's Mexican
Fact-Finding Commitiee (San Francisco: Government Publication
Department, 1930) (hereafter cited as Mexicans in California)
pp- 150, 160 ; Varden Fuller, “ The Supply of Agricultural Labor
as a Factor in the Evolution of Farm Organization in California”
LaFollette Committee Hearings, pt 54 (Jan., 1940) pp. 19855-
193856: U. S. Congress, House Select Committee Investigating
National Defense Migration, Hearings, 77th Congress 2d Session,
(1942) (hereafter cited as Tolan Committee, Hearings) pt. 29, p.
11741; Carey McWilliams, Factories in the Field : The Story of
Migratory Farm Labor in California (Boston, 1939, reprint N. Y.,
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Archon Books, 1969) pp. 246-248.
Carey McWilliams, op. cif.,, p. 134
LaFollette Committee, Fearings, pt. 53, p. 19696.
Ibid., pt. 47 (1939) p. 1944.
Mexicans in California pp. 169-170; Schwartz, op. cif, p. 83.
LaFollette Committee, Hearings, pt. 47 (1939) p. 17451,
Ibid., pt. 62 (1940) pp. 22492, 22494 ; Clark A. Chambers, Cali-
fornia Favm Owganizations (Berkeley: University of California
Press, 1952) p. 7; Paul S. Taylor and Edward J. Rowell, ““ Pat-
terns of Agricultural Labor Migration within California™ Monihily
Labor Review (Nov., 1938) p. 1; Julius T. Wendzel, “Distribution
of Hired Farm Laborers in the United States” Monthly Labor
Review Vol. 45 (Sep., 1937) p. 568.

®© The Sixieenth Census of the United States: 1940, Population,
Vol. IIL p. 567; The Sixteenih Census of the United States: 1940,

®@ ®0 06 @

Population : Charactevistics of the Nonwhite Population by Race,
p. 5.

® Tolan Committee, Hearings, pt. 29, pp. 11195, 11001; pt. 31,
pp. 11674-11675.

©® Paul S. Taylor And Tom Vasey, “ Historical Background of
California Farm Labor” Rural Sociology Vol.1, No. 3 (1936) p.
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@ The Fificenth Census of the United States: Agrviculture, 1930,
Vol. 111, p. 413; The Sixteenth Census of the Uniied Siales: Agri-
culture, 1940, Vol. 1, Part 6, pp. 690-691, Vol. III, p. 224; Adon
Poli, Japanese Farm Holdings on the Pacific Coast (Berkeley:
Bureau of Agricultural Economics, 1944) pp. 9-13.

® Tolan Committee, Hearings pt. 31 (1942) p. 11674; McWilliams,
op. ¢it., pp. 246-247; FESEREES -1 - - 11KE°

® MHREEE + 11Q)" Yoneda papers, Box 152-10
(Japanese American Research Project, U.C.L. A, hereafter cited
as JARP) EREXL A D NN DK 1 avE-D 0o
R—REEREHW DOV L 42° Karl Yoneda, “ 100 Years of Japan-
ese Labor History in the USA” in Amy Tachiki et. al. eds,
Roots : An Asian Amevican Reader (Los Angeles: U.C.L. A, 1971)
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The Los Angeles Celery Strike of 1936 and
the Agricultural Community of Japanese Immigrants

by
MaTsumoro Yuko

The Los Angeles celery strike was a struggle between desperate workers
ethnic minorities and Japanese small tenant farmers who managed to
survive during the the Great Depression. The economic crisis made small
tenant farmers pay less to workers in comparison with larger farmers. In
addition, white supremacy put Japanese farmers, most of whom were small
tenant farmers, in a more precarious situation. Consequently, Japanese
farmers employed agricultural workers in harsher conditions.

Against this situation, Mexican, Filipino and Japanese agricultural work-
ers organized themselves into unions based on their own ethnicity.
These ethnic unions cooperated with each other in a strike to demand
better working conditions and the recognition of their unions.

Feeling the pressure of the white power structure, Japanese farmers fol-
lowed the leaders of the Japanese agricultural community and took strong
attitudes against the workers in the eary stages of the strike. As the
strike dragged on, however, it became difficult for each individual Japanese
small farmer to maintain this strong attitude. Some of them made indi-
vidual agreements with workers and recognized the union. Some local
organizations quit the central organization of Japanese farmers.

Thus, an analysis of the strike illuminates that ethnicity acquired a
deeper significance in Californian agriculture during the Great Depression.
First of all, for agricultural workers, ethnicity was not obstacle for organ-
ization but became the basis of their unionization. Second, this strike
demonstrates that power relations among minority groups made labor
relations harsher and more complicated. Lastly, an analysis of this strike
calls for a review of the “ethnic solidarity ” of the Japanese agricultural
community. The Japanese immigrants were not “ exceptionally ” cohesive.
Japanese agricultural workers participated in the strike against Japanese
farmers. Small tenant farmers could not follow the leaders of the com-
munity. In a word, the economic crisis sharpened the problem common to
other ethnic groups: relations between ethnicity and class.
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