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On the International Affairs and Administrative
Structure in the Latter Half of the Nanzhao Kingdom 52

by
HAvAsHI Kenichiro

The purpose of this paper is to examine the relations of the Nanzhao
kingdom with Tang China in the latter half of the 9th century, especially,
the motives and historical surroundings of Nanzhao’s invasion of Sichuan
and Annan in this period. '

In the Nanzhao kingdom, the ruling clans including the royal family
formed a kind of coalition government. It was the close relationship with
Tang China that supported the predominance of the Nanzhao king F§z3
in the form of the profits from the tribute-trade and those of the combined
operations against Tufan i}-3% (Tibet). Tang China had to give serious
consideration to its relations with Nanzhao for the sake of being able to
restrain Tufan. In the middle of the 9th century however, the decline of
Tufan made these relations meaningless. Nanzhao invaded the territory of
Tang China. This was as well a protest against Tang China which had
refused to preserve the alliance as it was a demonstration of power by the
Nanzhao king, who presented himself as an Emperor and internded to form
an equal relationship with Tang China. On the other hand, the invation
of Annan shows the growth of the domonant clan in the Kunming basin
BB, After the military expeditions had ended at the close of the 9th
century, the authority of the Nanzhao king declined and the social struc-
ture in the Yunnan region was reorganized under the main influence of
forces in the Kunming basin.
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