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Yiyi 3% : A Form of Social Organiztion
in the Southern Song

by
ITo Masahiko

It has been conventionally considered that yi-yi in the Southern Song
dynasty was either a form of rural self-government for the peasants or
an instrument for the ruling structure of the landlords. However such
views have not been able to explain the dynamics of the yi-yi system
consistently. Through a general analysis of the formation and dissolution
of yi-yi and an examination of one specific case in Huang-yan xian in Tai
zhou, this article tries to clarify the peculiarities of the yi-y7 as a form of
social organization.

Crucial for the founding of yi-yi were intiatives taken by local intellectuals
who were not in office or participation by prefectural and county officials.
After their founding,yi-y? were managed and maintained through the volun-
tary activity of devoted intellectuals. Thus yi-yi were not autonomous orga-
nizations of peasants but rather were highly depended on influential indi-
viduals for their organization and operation. Furthermore their weakness
derived from this means of organization, and in order to overcome this
weakness external management had to be introduced in some locales
through the intervention of prefectural and county officials. However,
these reforms of the yi-y7 did not always succeed.

Cadastral Surveys #H in the Provinces
during the Heian Period

by
Sato Yasuhiro

In my investigation of kenden, i.e. cadastral surveys carried out by pro-
vincial governors in the Heian period, I have examined three kinds of re-

(766)





