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The establishment of the Canton customs house, which absorbed rather
than succeeded the maritime supervisorate at Macao, involved the distin-
ction of yang-huo hang #4847 from ordinary native brokers in Canton for
the purpose of levies on maritime trade. Both the transaction of foreign
trade and the collection of taxes from it were entrusted exclusively to
several of the more influential brokers among the yang-hang #{T, who
were to be the hong merchants. Under the name of ‘security merch-
ants’, these brokers were eventually obliged to secure all the duties on
Sino-European trade. Since this security merchant system did not work
well from the beginning due to a lack of funds on the part of the hong
merchants, such remedies as the establishment of the kung-hang /347 (not
identical with the ‘Co-hong’) and the designation of senior merchants
were unsuccessfully attempted. Due to a rise in the outside merchants’ un-
scrupulous dealings with foreign merchants, the system worked worse
and worse. In negotiations of the Treaty of Nanking, the British had
demanded that consuls be substituted as intermediaries between foreign
merchants and the customs houses in place of the security merchants,
of whom the country traders especially had complained. Nevertheless,
although one of the treaty -articles provided for the abolition of the
‘Co-hong,’ the treaty did not actually contain any stipulations to meet
the British demand. This fact was to bring about further problems in
the tax collection system of the post-treaty Canton customs house.

The System of Purchased Commissions
in the 19th Century British Army

——The appointment, promotion, and retirement of officers—
by
Muraoka Kenji

Until 1871 the recruitment and promotion of British army officers had
been handled through the sale of commissions, a system which dated
back to the Middle Ages. This may seem strange if one considers that
at that time Britain was said to be the most advanced country in the
world, but it is nonetheless true. As Britain did not experience the so-
called “bourgeois revolutions ” of the 18th and 19th centuries, many of the
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institutions of the ancien regime persisted until late in the 19th century,
especially within the government. The purchase system for army officers’
commissions is, therefore, only one example of these. Thanks to the con-
tinued existence of such institutions, the landed peers and gentry could
continue to hold on to their traditional power in the government.

It may not be said that the purchase system has attracted much scho-
lary attention, but certainly there have always been some scholars very
much interested in it. Until about 1960 their attention was mostly concen-
trated on the abolition of the purchase system, brought about in 1871 by
legislative action. They generally regarded the abolition as an epoch-
making and radical reform and were apt to overestimate the changes that
resulted from it. However, since the 1960s its evaluation by historians has
completely changed. Nowadays they neither regard the abolition of the
purchase system as epoch-making nor radical, because scholarly work
since then has clearly shown that the governing power of the traditional
peers and gentry was not diminished drastically by the abolition, and that
they maintained their stronghold in the army up to the first half of the
20th century.

Thus, sound research on the purchase system has steadily accumulated,
but strange to say, few works have tried to clarify the mechanism of the
system itself. I have been unable to discover the reason why, although
one reason is perhaps that it is too complicated. Nevertheless, clarifying
at least the principal aspects of its workings is indispensable to under-
standing the historical significance of the purchase system as a whole.
For this reason I have endeavored in this paper to explain the mechanism
of this system as comprehensively as possible.
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