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The Nari Family and the Province of Fars
in the Early Qajar Period

by
Hasrcawa Kumi

In latter half of the eighteenth century Aga Mohammad established
the Qajar dynasty in Iran, and his nephew Fath ‘Ali Shah succeeded
him after his death. The province of Fars, the southern part of
Iran, had been in disorder since the struggle between the Qajar dy-
nasty and the Zand dynasty. But at the end of the century Hosein
‘Ali Mirza, Fath ‘Ali Shah’s son, became the governor of this province
and held this post for more than thirty years.

The disorder in Fars seemed to have come to an end with Hosein
‘All Mirza’s arrival. But in the last years of his rule, politically serious
events occurred one after another and Fars fell into confusion again.
It is necessary to study the political and social circumstances in Fars
before the confusion in order to understand this new period. However,
the scarcity of historical sources imposes some difficulties.

It is well known that the Nari family accompanied Hosein ‘Ali Mirza,
and one of its members gained considerable power in Fars. I attempt
to depict the state of the local society of Fars through the activities of
this family. First, I try to make the status of the family in Fars clear
by analyzing its general character in the Qajar dynasty, its activities in
the government of Fars, and the relationship between the center of the
dynasty and the family in Fars. Second, I try view the state of the
local people in Fars through incidents in which the Nari family interacted
with them.

As a result the following points become clear. The Nari family was
influential because they had the confidence of the center of the dynasty
and were close to Hosein ‘Ali Mirzia. But the population of Shirdz,
the center of Fars, was not securely under the control of this family. It
was a man whom the people themselves elected who assumed a position
as kalantar and served as intermediary between the people of Fars and
the government. The people of Fars were directly under the kalantar
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and other influential local persons. Meanwhile, the Qashqa’i tribe became
powerful among the tribes of Fars and a member of this tribe threatened
the status of the Nari family within the government. At last this tribe
gained such great power as to be able to drive away the Niri family.

The Formation of Local Government Finance
in Sichuan during the Late Qing Period

——guilds and ljin—
by
YAMAMOTO Susumu

From the Jiaqing period (1796-1820) on, as the central government
became increasingly short of funds, the local government authorities,
which had no independent sources of revenue of their own, began to pay
attention to the commercial tax. The government of Ba B county
(comprising the city of Chongging) in Sichuan had already since the
Qianlong period (1736-95) been collecting a fee called chaiwn 2% from
merchants to defray local administrative expenses, but it took advantage
of the imposition of a tax known as the junchai Bz for the suppression
of the White Lotus rebellions to strengthen and regularize the practice.
From the Xianfeng period (1851-61) on the chaiwu was absorbed into
the /jjin surcharge, and the hitherto unofficial local finances became
somewhat institutionalized.

The merchants strengthened their organization in order to prevent
unfairness in the chaiwy tax burden and tax evasion. it was the so-called
bang #i that handled these functions. Bang were lower branches of
guilds organized for collecting chaiwy and ljin through brokers; from
these, shanghui 74 were formed from the late Qing on. Thus the
guilds, which were originally associations of merchants from the same
regions, came to participate in the local administration (which depended
on the Zjin surcharge) in addition to their original functions of preserving
order in the business world and arbitrating disputes. Through the institu-
tionalization of local government finances and the introduction of the
merchant class into local administration, a new regional governing struc-
ture was constructed in Sichuan.
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