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Sciences and Politics on the Demarcacion

——the case of the Moluccas question——-
by
GODA Masafumi

The spices from South Asia, especially cloves and nutmegs, were most
attractive to the Europeans in the age of discovery. The Portuguese
arrived at the Molucca Islands, the only natural home of cloves, for the
first time around the end of 1512, However, the Spanish squadron
commanded by Magellan (and after his death by Del Cano) called at the
Moluccas in November of 1521, and the surviving ship of the squadron,
the Victoria, arrived back home with cloves after its circumnavigation
of the globe on September 6, 1522. This brought about the “Moluccas
Question” between the Spanish crown and the Portuguese.

The matter was referred to the Spanish-Portuguese joint council at
Badajoz-Elvas from April 11 to May 31, 1524. The council was divided
into two commiittees, one consisting of astronomers and navigators to
discuss the conflicting claims to the Moluccas in relation to the treaty
of the Demarcacién, the other consisting of jurists to discuss the legal
status of its occupation. These committees failed reach agreement on the
scientific and lagal issues.

U.S. Lamb insisted that the council had the potential to produce
great scientific achievements and that there was “a large area of agree-
ment” overriding politics at least among the members of the scientific
committee.

In this article I examine the discussions in close detail, focussing on
the common ground concerning the understanding of the Demarcacién
within the scientific cominittee and on the politicization of its discus-
sions. In conclusion the common understanding had a dual aspect, a
superficial one advantageous to Spain but also deeper one of which it
is difficult to judge to whom it was more advantageous, for which
reason agreement was not forthcoming. Moreover it had a political
substructure, the idea of the “Antimeridian”, which shut the door to
another understanding of the Demarcacion. Despite Lamb’s view, the
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scientific committee and its advisers were indeed heavily influenced by
politics.

Chronology and Distribution of Shandong
Longshan Culture

with an emphasis on pottery——
by
L1 Quansheng

So far, the temporal and spatial changes in Longshan culture in the
province of Shandong in China have yet to be properly clarified. In
particular, there is a marked tendency to take the chronology of a
single site and treat it as the chronology of Longshan culture as a
whole. In order to elucidate the chronology and the distribution of
Longshan culture, the Shandong Longshan cultural area is divided into
five areas in this paper. Through a stratigraphic and typological analy-
sis of assemblages of pottery excavated from representative sites in
the five areas, the various stages of Shandong Longshan culture are
examined.

The chronology of Shandong Longshan culture can be divided into five
periods using gaobingbei, gui, yan, ding and other standard pottery types
as a basis. Subsequently, by means of this new chronology, seventeen
different distributions of Shandong Longshan culture can be classified
by grasping the characteristics of the pottery of each period. The charac-
teristics of unbalanced development and fluidity of space which charac-
terized Shandong Longshan culture are thereby clearly indicated. It is
possible that the temporal and spatial changes in Shandong Longshan
culture were caused by flood of the Yellow River.
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