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Some Characteristics of Late Ming Studies as Revealed
by Geographical Works from that Period
——From Literary Geographical Works to Practical Geographical Works—

by
Osawa Akihiro

Geographical works in the latter part of the Ming period took a new
turn, with some being quite different from the traditional style of geogra-
phical works. After the Jiajing period, the problem caused by the Mongol
hordes and Japanese pirates raised some serious questions. These ques-
tions led some intellectuals to realize that strategy and geography were
closely related. Furthermore, in their attempt to reorganize the structure
of local administration in order to meet the demands of the times, they
wanted to understand the regions from the viewpoint of local administra-
tion. Because of the above-mentioned military tensions and the intention
to reform local administration to perform more practical functions, a new
point of view developed which was critical of the literary geographical
content of the DaMingyitongzhi KB—#7% that was inconsistent with the
actual conditions of local administration. The opinions of the grain trans-
port and the salt administrations were compiled from various memorials
and anthologies. These compilations also included the opinions of those
associated with border defence and coastal defence. It was from these
compilations that the geographical works related to statecraft studies
developed.

After the second decade of the Wanli reign, due to the influence of the
Guangyutu KB, HuangMingyuiu BWEK, and DaMingguanzhidaquan
K BI'E 4k 4, the new geographical works, which drew information from
compilations of practical works and political writings, entered a new phase
distinct from that covered by traditional literary geographical works. The
recognition of practical usefulness in relation to the activities of the local
administrations, for example, administrative comments on the region;;, and
border tensions at that time, together created the concept of statecraft
within geographical studies. As a result of this concept practical geogra-
phic works, based on actual regions, were compiled. These works were
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characteristic of the late Ming period. However in the Quing period,
more purely literary studies regained ascendancy denying full development
to whole genre of practical geographic works, and a whole series of these
practical works went out of existence.

The Relationship between Civil and Military Administration
in Han Local Government—The Case of Juyan in Gansu

by

Sumiva Tsuneko

In the Former Han period, each commandery had a taishou X5F as its
chief administrator and a duwei #f, his subordinate, who was in charge
of military affairs. Duwei were not involved in civil affairs, but we can see
from their salary and other clues that they had almost equal power. In
what way was the administration of military affairs with the duwei at its
head related to the administration of civil affairs? Regarding this point,
there are many possible sources of evidence, but in this paper I make
use primarily of wooden slips (jiandu ffiliY) excavated from Juyan in
Gansu. To be more specific, I examined the records pertaining to county
officials and those pertaining to watchtower captains (houguan {EE),
both subordinate elements in their respective hierarchies. I find that
both were involved in personnel questions and the handling of problems
at the local level. Since these two areas of interaction are general ones
not specifically connected to the frontier, these findings can be generalized
not only to other frontier areas but also to the interior.
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