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The Problem of Xianbei Military Officials
during the Northern Dynasties

by
Osagg Yoshihiro

At the end of the fifth century, Emperor Xiaowen of the Northern Wei
dynasty carried out a series of policies to unite the Xianbei and Han
Chinese people under one culture and one set of institutions derived from
China. This program was carried out by ranking some of the Xianbei
families as aristocrats corresponding to the Chinese ones, and at the same
time by compelling the Xianbei people to accept the Chinese language,
clothes, and names. However, there is no way that all of the Xianbei
could have accepted Chinese culture perfectly in a short period of time.
A number of the Xianbei officials created disturbances in local administra-
tion during the period from the Northern Wei to the Sui through their
ignorance of Chinese culture. After the unification of China by the Sui
dynasty in 589, China enjoyed peace for the entire period up to 755
except for a brief interlude between the Sui and Tang. Xianbei soldiers
had fewer chances to demonstrate their talent in peacetime than in
wartime. I postulate that as a result many of them directed their
efforts towards becoming learned officials instead. Therefore this study
explores the process of their acceptance of Chinese culture from the
Northern Wei to the Tang.

On the Legal Character of the Fiscus and the
Principes in the Principiate

by
YongTa Toshihiro

The Severan jurist Ulpian states that the interdiction concerning public
places does not apply to those places which belong to the Fiscus, i.e. the
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