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The Spatial Development of Land Accumulation
by Landlords, and the Local Government
System in the Meiji Era

——The Case Study of Ukiha County, Fukuoka Prefecture——
by
Yamazaxt Takashi

The local government system in the mid-Meiji Era legally consisted of
four acts: the Act of City (Shi-sez) and the Act of Town and Village
(Choson-sei) which were enforced in 1890, the Act of Prefecture (Fuken-
sei) and the Act of County (Gun-sef) which were issued in 1891. Many
studies on the process of the establishment of this local government
system have been conducted. However in the field of geography, studies
have focused instead on the amalgamation of local municipalities shortly
before these acts were established. The common view of this process in
the field of history of local government finance is currently being re-
considered. Positivistic studies on the actual enforcement of the acts in
local areas are also being made.

This paper is besed on such a research trend. It explores the relation-
ship between the spatial development of land accumulation by landlords in
Ukiha County, Fukuoka Prefecture and the local government system from
the late nineteenth century to the early twentieth century. Firstly the
spatial development of land accumulation and the spatial characteristics of
the landlordism in Ukiha County are analysed. According to the results
of this analysis, it is found that the land accumulation beyond boundaries
of the municipalities in Ukiha County affected their financial and admin-
istrative functions by way of the economies in the municipalities. Lastly
this paper demonstrates the bias in the spatial pattern of the pleces where
local assembly men came from in Ukiha County, as well as the relation-
ships between their personal histories and the regional economy. Through
these analyses, this paper describes the relationship between landlordism
and the politico-administrative differences among municipalities under the
local government system in the Meiji Era from the spatial perspective.
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