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Residence and family in Heiankyo: Kija %%,
Uxorilocal Residence, and City

by
Kyoraku Mahoko

In this essay, the author makes use of historical records such as diaries
and fictional tales to analyze the residence customs of the nobility of
the middle Heian period (10th-11th cent.), aiming to link urban theory
with the history of the family. The residence of the nobles in the capital
city of Heiankyd was characterized by “kiji”, or temporary residence;
more precisely, kijii means dwelling temporarily In a mansion which one
does not own and for which one pays no rent. In an attempt to avoid
directional and other taboos, Heian nobles moved around the city from
one place to another. Sometimes they lived in each other’s mansions for
long periods of time. The practice of kijii is a sign of the instability of
their residence. Mobility and convenience were the prime characteristics
of noble residence in the city of Heiankyd.

We can also understand uxorilocal residence as a variation on kiji.
The fact that a man who lost his wife in childbirth generally moved out
of her mansion implies that the wife’s mansion was no more than a
temporary place for him to dwell. In a nutshell, uxorilocal residence was
nothing but one type of temporary residence. Thus arguments made in
family history for uxorilocal residence being the rule during the Heian
period need to be reexamined. During the Heian period, the custom of
temporary habitation in the mansions of others gradually shifted to
continuous residence in a mansion of one’s own. Untill then though one
did not necessarily live in a mansion that one owned oneself. The mutual
sharing of residences within the nobility of the narrow city of Heiankyd
was one aspect of its culture.
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