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The Formation of Rikken Shogo Ir%1EE

Sato YASUHIRO

In this article, the author traces the changing meaning of rikken 373
from the 8th to the 13th centuries and considers changes in the possession
of estates and the formation of the shoen $:[E system. The first period was
from the 8th century to the latter half of the 9th century. Those who
dealt in estates had to obtain the sanction from the provincial administr-
ators called kokushi E7 and gunzi §§%). Rikken meant that the officers
gave their sanction to the sale of estates and drew up their contract
notes. It prescribed that the seller should petition 7ikken, but actually
the buyer requested it.

The second period was from the end of the 9th century to end of the
11th century. At that time, the officers ceased to sanction dealings in real
estate. Instead, rikken came to mean the necessary procedure for those
who aquired estates for the first time by purchase or transfers to gain the
sanction of a gunzi or a fone JJifd, a man of high repute in the village.
When nobles and Buddhist priests living in the country aquired estates far
from their home, they informed a gunzi or a fone of their aquisition to
gain a guarantee of their holdings and to make secure their management
of their lands. On the other hand, ordinary people’s right of estates posse-
ssion was recognized in day-to-day social relations, and so they did not go
through these procedures except in unusual cases. Interceding for estate
owners, some guardians ordered #ikken procedures, and gunzi were told to
take rikken procedures by a kokushi when the owner had some special
reason, for example, if he asked for the right of exemption from tages put
on his estate, especially in his shoen. Their exclusive right of exemption
from taxes was examined every time a kokushi was relieved, at which time
it was necessary that they had taken rikken procedure.

The third period was from the end of the 11th century to the middle of
the 13th century. Rikken at that time meant the procedure taken when
people set up their shoen. It was not a gunzi or a tone but messengers of an
emperor or retired emperor and local officials who were local men of stad-
ing that gave their sanction, and skoen began to recieve official recognition
as a government. There were two concrete operations of #ikken. One was
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the investigation of lands, called kenchu #¥il:, and the other was to erect
wooden landmarks called bo7i iR on the border line of shoen. The former
was important untill the middle of the 13th century and afterwards the
latter was given more emphasis. But in the middle of the 13th century,
vikken came to an end.

The definition of shoen had changed, and it became necessary to obtain
an emperor’s or retired emperor’s sanction. Additionally, shoer organization
began to take the place of the local administrative organization, kokuga
Ef. When they set up shoen, the owners did not send their own mes-
sengers, instead those of an emperor or retired emperor went to the spot
and went through rikken procedures with local officers. The emperors
decided the territory of shoen and gave many kinds of special rights;
problems within the shoen were left to the owner. The shoen system
was established in this way, and after the middle of the 13th century, it
entered a new stage.

Process of the Political Change about Debates

on the Expedition to Korea

Taxauasur Hidenao

This article attempts to elucidate the actual conditions and historical sig-
nificance of the political changes surrounding the debates on the Expedi-
tion to Korea, an issue which has recently been the object of much rese-
arch.

During the fifth and sixth years of the Meiji period, fierce opposition de-
veloped between those ministries which attempted to enlarge haphazardly
an “enlightened policy (B{LE$%)” in order to modernize rapidly and the
Ministry-of Finance, controlled by the Kido group, which tried to restrict
this policy. During the latter of the fifth year of the Meiji, except for the
Kido group, most people in government tended towards a hard line tow-
ards foreign countries and came to advocate an expedition to Taiwan.
The Ministry of Finance firmly opposed this tendency and prevented the
expedition. In the governmental reform of May, the sixth year of the
Meiji period, the Kido group’s control over the Ministry of Finance was
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