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characteristics the Middle Yayoi Period in the Isewan region is divided
into five stages.

From a collection and examination of pottery from throughout the
Kinki and Isewan regions and from east of the Isewan region, it is seen
that whilst in the Early Yayoi Period imported pottery is found throu-
ghout the whole region, in later periods its distribution is restricted to
areas closest to Isewan, no imported pottery being found outside of Isewan
by the Middle Period-4.

Changes in Yayoi pottery in the Kinki region are conventionally
understood to be linked to developments in design technique made
possible by effective use of the potter’s wheel. From this investigation
it can be seen that in the Isewan region such changes were not related
to the use of the potter’s wheel but were the result of attempts to achieve
the most efficient design techniques possible without use of the wheel.
The Middle Period-4 in Isewan, which corresponds to the Later Period
3-4 in Kinki, can be seen as a period when the directions of change in
pottery design in the two regions were opposed and movement of pottery
between the regions was coming to an end. In other words, changes
in pottery in the Isewan region are clearly reflected in its interaction
with the Kinki region, and furthermore, from a comparison with the
surrounding areas, are seen to correspond closely with changing social
trends throughout East and West Japan at that time.

The Folklore Studies of Yanagita Kunio and
Todai Shinjinkai: With special reference to Omachi Tokuzo

by
Tsurumr Taro

In the 1930’s Yanagita Kunio #iFHEES developed his own style of folk
research and in 1935 established the Folk Society RRE{E#& 4, which
many leftists joined as a result of the thought control activities of the
government. Some of these, who had been members of Todai Shinjinkai
WEFRETA 4, and who had been leaders in the students’ social move-
ment of the 1920’s devoted themselves to Yanagita's folklore studies. It
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has been thought that they sought to develop their insight into the
people and their native culture by studying Yanagita’s work after their
conversion from communism. However, at the level of their patterns of
thought, there remained a remarkable inconsistency between Yanagita’s
inductive method, collecting pieces of folk vocabulary by fieldwork, and
the ideas of most of the former Shinjinkai members, who had been
fascinated by ‘Fukumoto-ism’ A3 and expected the people to be
directed by the elite. These latent differences became more apparent
as they participated ideologically in Japanese aggression against other
Asian countries and sought to persuade Yanagita to develop a systematic
theory applicable to the whole of Asia.

This strained relationship is particularly noticeable in the case of folk-
lorist Omachi Tokuzo KH41#E=, who had been the leader of Shinjinkai
in the late 1920’s, While Omachi was one of the most skilled in Yana-
gita’s method, he was a member of the National Thought Research
Institute ERBHEPIERT, a facility for the protection of converts, at which
he was engaged in research into the customs of Japanese families.
Furthermore, in 1939 he accepted a post at the National University of
Manchuria #MEEXZE, conducting investigations into minority groups
in Manchuria until the end of the war. Under these circumstances,
Omachi established his own methodology, by which the researcher can
interpret folk phenomena structurally through intensive fieldwork. Thus,
Yanagita’s tolerance for leftists, and his teacher-pupil’ relationship with
former Shinjinkai members, hid a variety of complications.
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