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Changes in Tomb Styles during the Han Period
—From GUO # to SHI &—

by
Huang Xiaofen

The two most characteristic structures of ancient Chinese tombs are
the timber compartment GUO and corridor style chamber SHI The
former was a traditional pit-style timber compartment to protect the
coffin, and the latter was typically a corridor style chamber made of
tiles. The change from the GUO to SHI styles which occurred during
the Han Period was greatly influential throughout East Asia. Because
of the complexity and diversity of the two styles an integrated under-
standing of the concrete processes of transformation has not yet been
possible. In this paper, based on a typological study of the structures of
Han tombs, a classification of GUO and SHI, together with a clarification
of the process of transformation are proposed. The introduction of a
corridor space and the addition of a side entrance, followed by the
development of a rites area, played a determinative role in this process.
These changes which occurred were fundamental to the nature of the
tomb : the space in which the body and goods representing his status
had previously been laid became the place for the performance of burial
rites in accordance with the social position of the deceased.

Civil Governors #Z2{# of the Tang Dynasty: a study
on the Provincial Command g% System

by
CHEONG Byungjun
The intention of this article is to throw some fresh light on the system

of provincial command under the Tang dynasty by reexaming the
dynasty’s local government policy. Previous studies of provincial command

(808)





