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Changes in Tomb Styles during the Han Period
—From GUO # to SHI &—

by
Huang Xiaofen

The two most characteristic structures of ancient Chinese tombs are
the timber compartment GUO and corridor style chamber SHI The
former was a traditional pit-style timber compartment to protect the
coffin, and the latter was typically a corridor style chamber made of
tiles. The change from the GUO to SHI styles which occurred during
the Han Period was greatly influential throughout East Asia. Because
of the complexity and diversity of the two styles an integrated under-
standing of the concrete processes of transformation has not yet been
possible. In this paper, based on a typological study of the structures of
Han tombs, a classification of GUO and SHI, together with a clarification
of the process of transformation are proposed. The introduction of a
corridor space and the addition of a side entrance, followed by the
development of a rites area, played a determinative role in this process.
These changes which occurred were fundamental to the nature of the
tomb : the space in which the body and goods representing his status
had previously been laid became the place for the performance of burial
rites in accordance with the social position of the deceased.

Civil Governors #Z2{# of the Tang Dynasty: a study
on the Provincial Command g% System

by
CHEONG Byungjun
The intention of this article is to throw some fresh light on the system

of provincial command under the Tang dynasty by reexaming the
dynasty’s local government policy. Previous studies of provincial command
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contain a number of problems. First, there is a tendency uncritically
to generalise phenomena seen in relation to only a few provincial com-
mands, Second, the relationship between central government and the
provincial authorities tends to be regarded as essentially hostile. Third,
such research has tended to be conducted mainly from a military
perspective. Fourth, the general assumption that relations between central
government and the prefectures had declined since the nation-wide
establishment of the provincial command system.

With these problems in mind, this research has been carried out on
material relating to most of the areas over which the Tang rulet’s
authority extended, excluding those areas controlled by rebellious pro-
vincial commands. Since the An Lu-shan rebellion of 755-763, the
dynasty had tended to reduce the power of civil governors, and although
continuing the policy, begun with the reform of the provincial command
system under the Hsien-tsung, of suppressing the power of civil governors,
owing to the necessity of coping with the collapse of the local adminis-
tration system, their powers in fact increased.

The Reform of Public Finance in Hubei and
Hunan during the late Qing Period

by
YAMAMOTO Susumu

In the Qing Period the financial system was centralised and local
raising of finance was not permitted by the central government. The
result was a dual system of tax collection: regularised tax collection
conducted by central government, and unregularised raising of revenue
by local governments to cover the costs of local administration.

In the 19th century public finances experienced difficulties owing to
decreases in regular tax revenues and increases in irregular local levies.
The dufie Bi#fg (chief local government officers) attempted a reform of
public finance by introducing commercial taxes such as ljin ##4 and
Jianshu 3815, and by seeking to prevent local government officers from
collecting lougui WK (fees) and offering guili ##[ (bribes) to high-
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