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@ Irish University Press, Area Studies Series, British Parliame- @ R.M. Martin, China; Political, Commercial, and Social, in an

ntary Papers, China, 42 vols. (hereafter cited as JUPBPP), Vol. Official Reportto Her Majesty's Government, 2 vols., London, 1847,

16 (824)



i RSB0 RET (M)

Vol. 2, pp. 168-169. Embassy and Consular Archives, Series I
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Guide, consisting of a Collection of Details respecting Foreign
Trade im China, 3rd ed., Canton, 1848, pp. 197-198.

@ Ibid, pp. 209.
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Hart, “ Note
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1 RROE | B~ 1 P g’ 406-408. ¢ KILERE PRGOS HEIEELY BN
@ O. Tiffany, Jr., The Canton Chinese, ov the Amevican’s Sojourn FENE)A B E ES AR W1 2KEE 1<K 1L En~ e
in the Celestial Empire, Boston, etc, 1849, p. 118. | KB & i
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Foreign Trade in China, 4th ed., Canton, 1856, p. 242, G Report by My, Parkes, p. 25(41).
@ Morrison, ef al., op. cit., pp. 215, 197-198. Williams, op. cit., p. © Mo KEESET NHER®

222. @& Parkes, loc. cit.
@ Morrison, et al., op. cit., pp. 208-209. Williams, op. ¢it., p. 235. & Williams, loc. cil., Parkes, loc. cit.
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1844 2,898,866 | 4,726,870 222,973 57,985 6,816,382v 783,164 15,506,240 45
1845 | 1,875,042 | 2,764,317 87,874 47,823 | 4,727,834 | 1,212,612 | 10,715,502 | 55
1846 | 1,386,534 | 2,755,223 62,493 38,732 | 4,925,018 829,583 9,997,583 | 58
1847 | 1,627,846 | 2,501,052 | 40,101 30,282 | 4,685,372 741,107 9,625,760 | 56
1848 | 1,866,980 1213344% 47,578 19,613 | 2,791,615 595,467 6,634,697 | 52
1849 768,042 L47&644? 188,177 33,808 | 4,769,641 716,932 7,902,244 | 69
1850 992,800 | 1,616,900 231,971 28,829 | 3,432,000 594,400 6,896,900 | 58
1851 818,817 | 2,451,945 459,570 46,245 5,500,000 817,684 | 10,094,261 | 63
1852 134,826 678,156 | 447,642 18,513 | 8,227,000 467,890 9,974,022 | 87
1853 99,989 555,736 - 21,098 26,094 | 2,474,825 830,491 4,058,233 | 83
1854 30,750 85&205 38,020 18,446 | 2,706,425 468,983 3,348,444 | 95
1855 3,020 368500! 32,500 48,788 | 2,246,357 906,425 3,605,690 | 87
1856 399,955 | 1]68300: 420,673 — 5,666,977 886,156 9,142,061 | 72
o Report by Mr. Parkes, p. 33(49).
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The Revenue-Raising System of the Canton Customs
House in Transition, with special reference
to the Establishment of the Foreign
Inspectorate of Customs at Canton

by
OxkamoTo Takashi

Prior to the Treaty of Nanking, the Hong-merchants’ transactions with
foreign traders were, from the viewpoint of the customs house authorities
at Canton, an important revenue-producing process. The monopoly held
by, and the excessive charges placed on foreign trade by the Chinese
are the consequences of this particular structure of trade and taxation.
Throughout the 1840 s, whilst the structure itself was not transformed
even after the first Treaty settlement, the Hong-merchants’ functional
involvement in both trade and taxation based on it had been gradually
diverging since the 1830s. In the mid-1850s, due to changes in the
Sino-foreign trade system, the old Hong-merchants eventually retired
from the Canton trade, and revenue-raising became a function of the
linguists who had played the part of customs house clerks and interpret-
ers in the name of the Hong-merchants in pre-Treaty days. Then the
trade between Hongkong and Macao and Canton with river steamers
and lorchas had been developing rapidly. The foreign inspectorate of
customs at Canton, established in 1859, replaced the linguists who were
not able to control the river-steamer trade on the Canton river. In other
words, the divergence of the revenue-producing process from the trans-
actions with foreign traders gave rise to an agency for levies on foreign
trade at Canton independent of the Hong-merchants, which was in its
turn succeeded by the establishment of the foreign inspectorate. This
development at Canton, throws light on the relationships between the
Ch’ing authorities and the Chinese brokers, and thus is significant for
research on trade and taxation during late Ch’'ing China as a whole.
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