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The Ch‘ing-miao-hui ##<4 in Ching Peiod in Rural
North China: The Case of Pao-ti-hsien FiKIE,
Shun-tien-fu JEXF, after the Chia-ch'ing 35F Era

by
Opa Noriko

Crop watching (k‘an-ch‘ing 7&3%) was managed by a crop watching
association (Ch'ing-miao-hui F#<£) in the Ching period. The organi-
zation of k‘an-ch‘ing was cooperative, and was formed in the process
of farm work.

The Ch‘ing-miao-hui, whose leading members were farmers that
employed wage labor and well-to-do peasant families, were organized
either within a single village (ts‘un-chuang #¥:) or across the borders
of several villages. The Ching-mijao-hui can be described in two diffe-
rent ways. On the one hand, their organization was similar to that of
a ts‘un (village community) in that it was territorially defined; a
k‘an-ch‘ing community included both residences and their associated
fields. On the cther hand, Ch‘ing-miao-hui resembled voluntary associa-
tions, or hui 4. Organized crop watching took place only during the
harvest season. Furthermore, some villagers within a given ts‘un-chuang
did not take part in the association, and the area covered by the Ch'ing-
miao-hui was not necessarily coextensive with that of village.

Crop watching was organized by the crop watching association from
at least the early nineteenth century. The role of the association in
rural society underwent a transformation, however, between the Ch'ing
and modern periods.
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