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The Reorganization of the Ise shingun (fFZAGHREL):
An Exploration of Territoriality in Eighth and
Ninth Century Japan

by

Hor1r Takehiko

It is widely known that Ise Shrine was a very important shrine in
ancient Japan. The shrine’s properties consisted of shinden (#iMH), or
shrine paddy fields; kanbe (#17), a group of households attached to the
shrine ; and the shingun (FER), a district that served as the basis for
religious services and associated with special shirines such as Ise Shrine
and Izumo Shrine.

Recently, there have been many studies of the Ise shingun (fF&iqd
#8). Among others, Ryousuke Kumada maintains that the development
of the Ise shingun at the end of the eighth century was characterized
by the sacralization of land belonging to the shrine. It is useful to
consider the development of the Ise shingun with reference to the
concept of territoriality, defined by R.D. Sack as “ the attempt to affect,
influence, or control actions, interactions or access by asserting and
attempting to enforce control over a specific geographic area.” In this
paper, the author will adopt Sack’s definition, and try to explain the
reorganization of the Ise shingun in the 8th and 9th centuries according
to the three essential characteristics of territoriality.

First, the author considers the organization of the Ise shingun, and
proposes that residents of the Ise shingun, who had been classified by
type (such as the kanbe) in the seventh and eighth centuries, came to
be organized instead according to their place of residence. This change
can be understood as a basic tendency of territoriality : classification by
area rather than by type.

Second, the author investigates the kamusakae ($#13}), which bounded
the territory of the Ise shingun, and suggests that the kamusakae was
defined by an ideological perception of and a movement of exclusion
from the Ise shingun. This discourse can be as an indispensable aspect
of territoriality.
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Third, the author discusses the feeling of attachment to a specific
geographic location manifested in the integrated system of local shrines
in the Iseshingun, and shows that this strategic use of territoriality
could be a most efficient tool for controlling the residents of the Ise
shingun.

Finally, the author concludes that the socio-political reorganization of
the Ise shingun was intimately tied to spatial logic: the three funda-
mental attributes of territoriality and their interactions.
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