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@ Z{H". Familie Geld QR O L Wi W.F.H. Oldewelt, ‘De Auditie, nr. 39,
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formation and subsequent dissolution of powerful aristocratic clans fol-
lowed by the establishment of a despotic monarchical system.

Residential Patterns in Eighteenth-Century Rotterdam
A Historical Case Study

Onisur Yoshiyuki

Residential patterns in pre-industrial cities became an important
subject for historical study in the 1970s; most researchers who study
these residential patterns tried to test the validity of G. Sjoberg and J.E.
Vance’s models. Was there a wealthy and exclusive core surrounded
by a much larger area where social status diminished as one moved
further away from the center, as Sjoberg suggests? Or was the city in
the pre-capitalist age zoned by occupation under the guild system with
plural cores, as Vance claims? In this article, the author analyzes the
case of Rotterdam, the second largest city in the Republic. Can a
different residential pattern be found in this harbor in the Netherlands?
From the data, it is clear that the middle class in the center was
surrounded by the wealthy on the periphery. This pattern can be
understood in terms of the occupations of each area’s residents. Only
the distribution of the political elite, the regents, cannot be explained
by these conditions. Their residential pattern was one of the few signs
of their social status.
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