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The Formation of the Evaluation System under the
Imperial Secretary: A Reconsideration of
“Election” in the Han Period

by
SaTo Tatsuro

Previous studies of the Han system for the promotion of officials
focused primarily on the recommendation system ZE254E. As Professor
Oba has pointed out, however, there was another promotion system,
through which officials could be promoted routinely by serving a certain
term; most officials obtained their promotions through this system.
Most previous studies do not distinguish this system from the recom-
mendation system, and refer to both systems as the election system 33
%. This article clarifies the differences between the recommendation
system and the routine promotion system.

There was a routine promotion system in the Han period, managed
according to documents on the administration of officials and rules for
their promotion. At the end of the Western Han, the office charged
with the management of this system was shifted from the purview of
the Three Dukes =4 to that of the Imperial Secretary #Z. In some
records from the Eastern Han, it appears that the Three Dukes still
managed this system, but the system referred to in these records by the
term “election” was in fact the recommendation system and not the
routine promotion system. Though the routine promotion system was
also referred to as “election ” in some contemporary records, it remained
under the control of the Imperial Secretary. Toward the end of the
Eastern Han, the routine promotion system began to be called qugn heng
&f ; it can be regarded as the origin of the evaluation-election system
(quan xuan #3%) managed by the Ministry of Personal F#HE in the
later periods.
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