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A Study of The Chaixinyin %48 in the Ming Dynasty :
with a Brief Discussion about the Relationship between
the Corvée System and Bureaucrats’ Salaries

by
WU Yue

In China, the corvée system FE&FEIE of the Ming-Qing period not only
provided financial support for the central and local governments but
also exerted great influence on the existing administrative and bureau-
cratic systems. Despite its importance, research on the relationship
between the corvée system, the administrative system, and bureaucracy
is far from sufficient. This article addresses the question of how the
corvée system influenced the administrative system and the bureaucracy.
From the Ming to early Qing, the chaixinyin was a payment made by
vamen runners 23t in order to gain exemption from corvée duties. As
we know, from the early to middle Ming, neither central nor local
bureaucrats earned enough from their salaries to live on. In order to
make up for this inadequacy, the chaixinyin appeared in the early fifte-
enth century, and was then gradually incorporated into the bureaucratic
salary system. This change solved the bureaucrats’ financial problems
to a certain extent. At the same time, the Ming government also
improved related management methods, so as to make the chaixinyin
an indispensable item in national revenue. This trend began as a
spontaneous action practiced by bureaucrats, and was later recognized
by the government.

This paper analyzes the relationship between the corvée system and
bureaucrats’ salaries, while also discussing how relevant administrative
measures were adopted.
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