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The Gendarme-dominated Policing System in
Colonial Korea (1910-1919)

by
MaTsupa Toshihiko

The gendarme-dominated policing system (FEE4(E), a symkolic ap-
raratus cf Japanese military rule in colonial Korea, was greatly infuenced
by factcrs unique to the 1910’s.

First, the curtailed budget in the early days of colonial period did
not allow the police to have more manpower than was necessary to
suppress the Korean “Righteous Army” (8E) in 1907. In addition,
the tight budget did not allow the colonial government to expand police
stations except immediately after the annexation of Korea. Disburse-
ments for the police exceeded, however, that for local administrative
organizaticns, and therefore gendarmes and policemen played a role in
administrative matters.

Second, the anti-Japanese movements decreased after the annexation.
While some critics claimed that a powerful police system was not
suitable for a “peaceful ” Korea, the colonial police did not share their
optimistic' view. Instead, the police frequently intervened-in religious
and educational matters in order to prevent the recurrence of an inde-
pendence movement.

During World War I, gendarmes and police remained cautions, for the
Russian Revolution and the priciple of self-determination elucidated by
Wilsen in his 14 points were not political movements whose ideology
was conducive to the continuation of: Japanese colonial rule. But the
police officials ‘failed to notice the extreme poverty of Korean populace
and, as a result, they didn’t find any need to strengthen the police
force. It was not until the March First Movement that they recognized
the inadequacy of police rower in community control.
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