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The Influence of the East Asia Youths’ League (osha. lune)
on Burmese Independence Movements

by
TaxesumvMA Yoshinari

This paper attempts to explore the significance of Japanese occupation
in Southeast Asia by examining the role of the East Asia Yorths’ League
(osha. lune), formed in Burma under Japanese rule. Though an instit-
utional analysis, the process of the League’s formation and growth into
a large, popular organization with a membership of fifty to sixty thousand
is chronicled. During the post-war period, the League became one of
the most powerful organizations in Burma and contributed to the AFPFL’s
resistance to the British Empire. Because nationalist leaders such as
Bogyou Aung San confessed that prior to the war the popularization of
the Thakin parry had been exceedingly difficult, the significance of a
popular mass organization such as the League should be manifest. In
short, the League helped propel the cause of Burmese independence.

The Origin and Development of the
Trotskiites in China

by
Kixucur Kazutaka

The Trotskiite faction of the Chinese Communist Party was primarily
composed of those Chinese who had studied abroad in Moscow, and
followers of Chen Du-xiu (fif:7), who had been expelled from the
Chinese Communist Party. In their struggle against Stalin and the
bureaucratic control of Comintern, the Trotskiites emphasized democracy,
and furthermore increasingly criticized the Soviet Union for promoting
its national interests at the expense of world communism. Although
the move of the Chinese Communist Party [from urban areas to the
countryside was to lay the groundwork for the ultimate success of the
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revolution, this was achieved at the expense of democratic principles. By
consrast, the Trotskiites remained in large cities such as Shanghai and
promoted democratization based upon the believe that Chinese society,
although capitalist, had not yet developed a mature democratic system.
Of course, one could criticized the Trotskiites for overemphasizing the
proletariat and ignoring the plight of the peasantry in a rural nation
such as China, but at that time, there was no organization in the
Communist movement capable of integrating urban and rural districts.
The Trotskiites and the Communist Party essentially took on mutually
complementary roles of organizing town and countryside. After the
Manchurian Incident of 1931, the Trotskiites strengthened their anti-
Japanese nationalism, and encouraged people to organize the United
Front. Most significantly, the Trotskiites joined hands with the Third
Force, and thus created the momentum which would bring about the
Fujian People’s Revolutionary Government ({E2 A REGEUE), the Xian
Incident, and the Anti-Japanese United Front.
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