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The Social Background of Chief Judges of Egypt during
the Late Mamlik Period(14 th-16 th centuries)

by
Ito Takao

In 663 /1265 the judicial system of Egypt was reformed under the
Mamlak rule: the four chief judgeships were established. Whereas
previously there had only been a Shafii chief judge, there were now
chief judges for the Hanafis, Malikis, and Hanbalis. as well. This re-
formed system remained intact until the early 16 th century when the
Ottoman administration in Egypt imposed judicial changes.

Although many aspects of these chief judges have been analyzed, the
means by which chief judges were appointed has. been-ignored. Namely,
the careers of chief judges during the late Mamliik period, from the end
of the 14th century to the early 16th century, have not been fully
examined yet. -

The investigation of their careers makes it clear that the major reasons
for an appointment to the chief judgeship of that era were (A) scholarly
reputation, (B) succession of a deputy judge (n#a@’ih), (C) bribery, (D)
patronage, (E) family connection, or some combination of them,

Of them family connection was the most important factor. Two influ-
ential families that produced a number of chief judges, the Band al-
Bulgini and the Banfi al-Shihna, provide good examples, Both families
held many judicial, religious and educational professions in their birth-
places through several generations.. The presence of these families reveals
that the social mobility .of the ‘ulami’ was limited, contrary to the
generally accepted view.
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