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The Rationalization of Coal Mining and the
Command over Labor in Interwar Japan

by
Nosuo Ayukawa

Based upon an analysis of coal mining in Chikuhou, northern Kyushu,
this paper examines the development of the command over labor which
arose concurrent with the rationalization of coal mining.

Prior to the first world war, coal miners worked in pairs with pick
and tub in the so-called “stall and pillar ” mining system. Productivity,
being integrally linked to miners’ skill and experience, ensured that the
capitalist command over labor was limited.

During the interwar period, however, both the great depression and
increasingly severe regulations regarding labor in the pit gave impetus
to the rapid rationalization of mining practices. With the introduction
of mining machines such as drill, pick-hammer, coal-cutter and conveyer,
the “Long Wall ” system of mining, where miners worked cooperativly
in larger teams, became standard. As a result a kind of “factory
system” of coal mining came into existence in Chikuhou district.

The rationalization of coal mining enforced the capitalist command
over labor. Miners subjected to machines, which caused real working
hours extended. While the productivity increased rapidly, many miners
were dismissed or their wages were cut. Furthermore, the death rate
of miners by the disasters rose sharply.

On the whole, the capitals of mining acquired the despotic command
over labor and miners subjected to it even more deeply as “ Wage
Slaves”.

478)





