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the nature of government control between the Kinai and other regions
came to differ.

Although authors have assumed that the Kinai was a bastion for the
court aristocracy, this is fallacions. Prior to the Taika Reforms of
645, most miyake, corporations devoted to supporting the court, existed
in the Kinai. The existance and function of these Miyake played a
decisive role in the formation of the unique character of the Kinai
region. Furthermore, the development of the Kinai proved to be of
epochal significance in the establishment of the emperor-centered polity
of ancient Japan.

Reconstructing Han Judicial Procedure through the
Hezhuang (%) Indictments

by
TaxaTor! Yuji

Recently discovered wooden documents are valuable sources for the
study of Qin and Han judicial administration. The ‘Hezhuang’ docu-
ments, discovered in 1973-4, consist of a series of records pertaining to
the process of indictment which, when analyzed in their entirety, are
particularly illuminating regarding the nature of Han judicial procedure.
The ‘Hezhuang’ indictments include two documents of almost identical
content but differing function, and three appended invoices. With
these records, one can reconstruct the complex process of indictment
and the peculiar nature of Qin and Han judicial administration.
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