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@ LEYRORYUR Y 0 2V’ R.J. H. Jenkins, “ Con-
stantine VII's Portrait of Michael II1”, Bulletin de la Classe
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gique 5° séric XXXIV, 1948, pp. 71-77.; W. T. Treadgold, “ The
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The Reconstitution of Byzantine Imperial Authority
under the Reign of Theophilus (829-842)

by
KoBayasH1 Isao

Until the accession of the Emperor Theophilus, The Byzantine Empire
was wracked with instability as center vied with periphery for autho-
rity, and high-ranking officials increased their powers under the reign
of a series of short-lived emperors. Although rulng for a rather short
period of time, Theophilus established a stable and enduring political
system,

Theophilus was able to exercise authority in the provinces by relying
upon continuing contacts with provincial elites, dating back to his father,
Michad II (820-9), who was of provincial origins. Theophilus was also
able to counter the entrenched power of ranking officials by promoting
provincial elites into the central bureaucracy. By establishing kinship
ties with these newly-promoted elites, Theophilus not only dominated
the central government, but achieved extensive provincial influence as
well, which paved the way for political stability in Byzantium.
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