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The Establishment of the “ People’s Authorities”
in Poland and the Change in the Ethno-National
Composition of the Polish State

~——The Political Situation around the Realization
of the Land Reform——

by
Yosnioxa Jun

In the second half of the 1940s Poland experienced two fundamental
changes: the first, the establishment of the “people’s authorities”, the
core of which was the communists, and second, the drastic change in
the ethno-national composition of the Polish state as a result of the
exclusion of national minorities following the shift of her boundaries.
The purpose of this article is. to show that these two processes were
closely related. To this end the author discusses the land reform exe-
cuted by the “people’s authorities” from the point of view of the prob-
lems of national minorities, to which little attention has been given.
The first important point is that farms which had been possessed by
Ukrainians or Germans who were forced to remove themselves from
new Polish territories alleviated the shortage of lands required for the
execution of the reform.  Added to this, the reform carried out on ex-
German territories newly allotted to Poland, which followed the thorough
expulsion of the Germans, played a role in guaranteeing lands for set-
tlement to a large number of Polish repatriates from ex-Polish territories
annexed by the USSR. The communists, who had little support from the
masses, came to call themselves the defenders of Polish national interests,
propagandizing the danger of “ German revanchism ”, “ Ukrainian anti-
Polish armed bandits”, etc. It should not be overlooked that in the
process of establishing their rule the “ people’s authorities” dealt with
the problems they met at the sacrifice of national minorities.
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