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Reexamination of a Family History in the
Mountainous Area of Central Japan

——Settling Down and- Territorializing in a' Reconstituted Past~——
by
Komelg Taisaku

Some mountain villages in ‘Japan have handed down similar legends,
narrating “ ochiudo”, a defeated warrior who had fled his enemies, first
settled down there in.the medieval period. This story had . become  an
interest for folklorists and geographers and led them to an understanding
on the reclamation in. the mountainous area by refugees from the low
land:in the medieval period. ' Can we treat:such a folklore as something
reflecting a fact? . Itiis-no wonder that an oral ‘history, once written or
edited, tends to change .to be more cohererit and acceptable to villagers.

The author likes to reexamine the Kumagai family history written in
1771, describing various events. in+a mountainous.area of central Japan
(Figure 1) from the fourteenth century through to the eighteenth cen-
tury, which became the most important evidence of the origin of the
village by ““ ochiudo”, because of the rarity as historical materials. In
this paper, the author pays an attention -to its. editing process, while the
editor of text wrote that he made only a copy of the records written by
the successive heads of the Kumagars. - Did he use no-other source ma-
terials and make no intervention to the text? What narrative structure
did the editor give to the story? What was obscured ? g

The findings cobtained are summarized as follows': first, uneven volume
of descriptions for each period in-the text (Figure 2 and Table 1) sug-
gests that it was based on various sources such as local folklores, other
family histories and popular written-histories collected by himself. There-
fore we can suppose.that the story shown in the text is a reconstituted
narrative which arranges many occurrences both in time and space at
the editor’s discretion ; second, we can find several patterns of the story-
telling in the development of villages explaining in the text as shown
Figure 3 to 5 and Table 2; (i) while the story tells that an uninhabited
land was originally cultivated in the fourteenth century (Figure 3),
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and also refers a little to a few preceding dwellers, it is thought that
“ochiudo” came later and took over preceding dwellers’ land; (ii) al-
though the text describes as if neighboring occupants and their territories
had appeared after the Kumagais had settled down (Figure 4), it can
be said that the text stands inside of the Kumaga: family and shuts out
the preceding and outside events; (iii) while the text tells that no sooner
the family settled down than they fixed a territory which was followed
by later settlers (Figure 3), it is better, in fact, to consider that the
early-modern boundary dated back to the medieval one, the latter had
been more ambiguous before similar demarcations were repeated as
shown in the Figure 5.

In conclusion, the folklore of “ochiudo” in the text was reconstituted
to have a heavy stress on the first settling-down by particular families
and on the territoriality to hide the preceding dwellers and their ter-
ritories. Such a legend had a considerable effect to rationalize a society
led by a particular family through a narrative as if the family had been
the pioneer in the mountainous area.

The Development of the U.S. Labor Party Movement

——A Social Reform Movement in Post WWI America—
by
- Naxkano Kotaro

The recent achievements in U.S. labor history prove that the labor
movement in the era of World War I and immediétely after the war
developed beyond the framework of conventional trade unionism to
become the industrial unions or the city wide grass roots organizations
of rank & file workers. However, the characteristic political activities
derived from such new style labor organizations are apt to be negléected:

This article takes up the movement of the Labor Party of the United
States (1918-1923) and reexamines the significance of the political action
of labor movements.  The: Labor Party movement that developed in post
war America had its origins in the' city-wide labor organization called
central labor councils.. Originally, the Labor Party movement had aclose
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