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connection with the activities of those local labor movements for organ-
izing the unskilled immigrant workers and integrating them politically.
At the same time the Labor Party’s social democratic programs were
accepted by the wider-ranging liberal forces of contemporary intellectuals,
progressive factors of national trade unionists and radical farmers’ move-
ments. So the Party had influencial power in not only local but also
national politics.

This article, while paying attention to the influence of the British
Labor Party on American society and focusing on the activities of the
Chicago Federation of Labor, analyzes @ the process of the creation of
the Labor Party from the local labor union movement, and examines @
the characters of wider-ranging social reform movement led by the Labor
Party of the United States.

The End of Minponshugi Theory and Restructuring
of The Theory on The Two Party System

—Royama Masamichi’s Theory on National Democrcy
and The Two Party System—-

by
Ozex1 Motoaki

The theory on political system in prewar Japan has been generally
dismissed so far. But a few scholars began to pay much attention to
the importance of political liberalism concerning the political system in
modern Japan. . Taking sides with that trend, this article is focused on
Royama Masamichs theory on political systems (the two party system
as in England) in prewar Japan. Royama, following Yoshino Sakuzd’'s
theory on political liberalism in its outline, wished to innovate and
reconstruct that system.

Yoshinos plan for a two party system was based on the amicable
relationship between the Shakaiminshyitd (the right wing of socialist
force) and Minseitd (the one of the established parties).

So its success depended on whether or not Shakaiminshyfité would
maintain the firm cooperation with Minseité for good.

(163)



Therefore, as Minseitd was moving away from Shakaiminshyfito, Ro-
yama came to recoghize that Yoshino’s plan went bankrupt.

Royama intended to rearrange the power balance of the two party
system by making Shakaitaishyiito (the coalition party of a few different
socialist parties established in 1932) into the mainstay of that system.

His plan succeeded to the extent that Shakaitaishyiito won 37 seats in
the house of representatives in 1937, but not to the extent that it re-
shuffled the two party system and became the mainstay of that.

So Royama began to make Shakaitaishyfitd closer to pivotal Konoe
Fumimaro (an offspring of the highest moble family and prime minister
between 1937 and 1941) and build a coalition power with him.

This power base has been regarded as the establishement of the Japa-
nese tacist institution.

But it might not be a facist institution as regarded before.

It was not so different from the former coalition power.

It somehow paved the way for further democratization of Japanese
bureaucratic system in some points in the post war period.

At least, it might set a stage for costing doubts on the legitimacy and
efficiency of the rigid rule and domination by Japanese bureaucracy
shortly after world war IL
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