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The Urban Spatial Structure of Medieval Kamakura
by
YamaMmURA AKki

Medieval Kamakura was situated in a small valley. Claims that the
city was developed on a grid pattern, reminiscent of Heian-kyo, are
groundless. Prior to the establishment of the Kamakura government,
dwellings were located along the east-west road and at the foot of sur-
rounding hills (‘yatsu’). Minamoto Yoritomo, in 1180, built official
structures along the east-west road and in addition, constructed a north-
south street in the center of the valley, which did not, however, function
for a few decades. As the political situation evolved, most government
buildings concentrated on the north-south street, which become the main
axis of Kamakura. Once this road was developed, and urbanization
progressed. narrow paths connected these major streets (‘zushi’). Many
of these paths ultimately became lined with houses.

Tang Bureaucratic Appointments and the Board
of Civil Affairs’s Shifting Function

by
MaTsuura Norihiro

During the Tang dynasty, the appointment of civil servants was cont-
rolled by the Board of Civil Affairs (FF#). From the latter eighth
century, however, the administrative prerogatives of the Board of Civil
Affairs shifted to the Secretariat-Chancellory (2FFT) for central
national appointments, and to the provincial government (#4%) for local
appointments. Nevertheless, when analyzing the role of the Board of
Civil Affairs in the late Tang, the Five Dynasties and the Song periods,
it is clear that the board continued to function as both an archive and
an investigative agency of civil servant candidates throughout the Tang
dynasty.
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