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The Expanding Role of Parishes in Early Modern London:
Reflections on the “London Crisis”

by
MIYAGAWA Tsuyoshi

London (the City and its suburbs) experienced explosive population growth and
an influx of migratory labourers in the late sixteenth and early seventeenth
centuries which, according to standand scholarship, led to an administrative crisis.
Recently, however, scholars have emphasized the stability of early modern
London, paying particular attention to the solidarity of London’s social substratum.
The author, following these leads, intends to examine parishes in order to reveal
how they reacted to the changes which occurred during the reigns of Elizabeth I
and James 1.

The prime duty of parishes was to promote church attendance. In addition,
parishes became heavily involved in controlling vagrants, eradicating plague and
providing relief for the poor. Parallel to these developments, “select vestries”
were established which thereby concentrated authority in the hands of a small
number of parishioners in order to more effectively administer each parish. In
short, the administrative functions of parishes expanded in response to the
changes caused by population growth.

The Graves of Xia-si, Xi-C'huan i)\ T3EEFEEE : Reflections on the
Number Two Chu Tomb and the Spring and Autumn Erva

by
Yamapa Takahito

In October 1977, Chu tombs dating from the mid to late Spring and Autumn
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period were discovered in Southern Henan Province. Each tomb consisted of the
graves of senior officials. Some controversy exists as to whether Wang-zi Wu £
F-4 or Wet-zi Pengi% 1% was buried in tomb number two, the most extensive
structure. The author reveals that Wei-zi Peng is buried in the tomb and that the
Chu tombs were built by the Xia-si. Thereupon the author explores the
background of Wei-zi Peng, who was a member of the aristocratic Wei-shi 3% /X
clan. Finally, the author analyzes We-zi Peng’s regime and the political reforms
he enacted, which caused power to shift from an alliance of old Chu aristocrats to
one of Zhong-yuan P JE. aristocrats, thereby enabling Wei-zi Peng to control the
Xia-si, Xi-C’huan regions in the process.

Hell and Judgement in Medieval China: Law and Justice as seen
through T’ang Tales of Damnation

by
Pax Yonchoru

To date, legal scholarship has focused on the institutional mechanisms of
Chinese law and ignored popular attitudes regarding law and justice. Justice can
only be understood, however, when laws are situated in a social context. The
author intends to explore contemporary T’ang attitudes regalding law and justice
by examining T’ang era tales of damnation. These tales consist of judgements of
hell which were modeled after worldly judgements. The absence of any sense of
divine justice, as found in the West, coupled with a traditional belief in immortality,
caused these judgements of hell to lose their initial severity, becoming increasingly
worldly before disappearing entirely. Precisely because the judgements of these
tales mirrored the fashions of the secular world, the attitudes found in these tales
accurately reflect contemporary T’ang attitudes regarding law and justice. It thus
becomes evident that a conception of empathy underpinned T’ang law and justice.
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