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The Making of the Chancellery Secretaries’ Class
in Early Modern Venice

by
Tonal Tetsuya

Compared to the patriciate, the Venetian citizenry, ciffadini, has received little
attention. Chancellery Secretaries, in particular, played an important role in
Venetian politics and society, but it is considered that the social position of them
only supported that of powerful nobles. This article focuses on the making and the
development of the chancellery secretaries’ class in early modern Venice and
evaluates its significance.

Chancellery employees was granted the status of citfadinanza originaria since
the mid-fifteenth century, when the oligarchy of the patriciate came into being.
Although the chancellery secretaries did not have the right to vote in the Great
Council or other councils, they exerted more influence on politics, administration
and diplomacy than many poor patricians, and they drew various economic profits
through their connections with powerful nobles. Moreover, the families from
which the secretaries with high positions were recruited created strong ties to
each other in various ways, such as marriage, thus becoming an ever more
powerful and privileged group. In short, the making and the development of this
class, along with the exclusion from politics of the majority of patricians, can be
interpreted as an important change in the power structure of Venice.
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