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The Investigation into the Left Bank Region of the Amur River
made by the Ch'ing Dynasty Directly after the Treaty of Nerchinsk

by
MATSUURA Shigeru

In 1690 the government of the Ch'ing & dynasty dispatched a large scale
investigating commission to the left bank of the Amur river. Their purpose was to
survey the border with Russia that was defined in the Treaty of Nerchinsk the
previous year, and to place stone monuments along the border.

The commission consisted of nine parties of more than fifty men each. The
members were mainly soldiers of the Manchu eight bannermen {1l /\j#, Solons,
and Dagiirs. Several Russians were added to each group as guides. Since the
Ch'ing government considered a chain of watersheds that were the origins of the
left bank tributaries of the Amur river as the border, the parties went to the top
of the watersheds. They also constructed stone monuments at the mouth of the
Argun and Golbitsa rivers and Mt. Uyeken (at the source of the Tugur river).

The results of this survey were of great political and scientific importance.
Today nothing remains of this survey except Langtan’s map, but the commission’s
opinion concerning the border was the official view of the Ch’ing dynasty for a long
period.
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