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The sutra mounds in the Kinki region
by
MURAKI Jiro

From the 11th to 13th century, people who hoped to be reborn in paradise built
sutra mounds throughout Japan, especially in the Kinki region and Kyushu.
These sutra mounds are valuable archaeological sources for research on religious
influence in this period. First, the author classifies types of bronze sutra cases in
the Kinki region on the basis of the forms of their lids and the sizes of their
calibers. Secondly, the author classifies their ceramic outer cases. By both
methods sutra mounds in the Kinki region can be divided into three areas, namely
the Miyako-area, the Banshu-area and the Santan-area. Sutra mounds in the
Miyako-area are characterized by a type of sutra case with a two-tiered and non-
brimmed lid or with a two-tiered and brimmed lid. The ceramic outer case was
brought from the Tokai area. In the Banshu-area, sutra cases had a one- or
three-tiered and brimmed lid. In the Santan-area, we find sutra cases with a one-
tiered and non-brimmed Lid.

Finally, the author examines the burying method, which reflects the method of
the priest who took the initiative to build the sutra mounds. In Kyushu the
method is related to the type of sutra case. This seems to indicate that relations
between the leading priests and the casters who made bronze sutra cases were
very close. In the Kinki region, however, there is no relation between burying
method and sutra case. The reason why the sutra mounds in the Kinki region
and Kyushu developed in a different way, is that the institutionalized creation of
sutra mounds in each region was different.

(284)





