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Towards the Systematization of Shoen-Related Documents
by
KAWABATA Shin

In the kushikiryo /34y, three types of documents, fu 77, ge % and i #, were
regulated for use among officials, while the multipurpose cho W was used as a
flexible supplement to the three official types. Later, cho W also became a
standardized inter-governmental document, and from the 9th to 10th centuries, in
this new form of cho B, the character ga i was appended to the adress. This
type of cho F# was used on several different levels among various independent
officials and groups. Besides this system of inter-governmental documents,
there was the potential for issuing orders to local officials through two other types
of documents, cho Y and kokusyo %5 ¥ . The house administrations of the
aristocracy and large monasteries issued these orders in order to realize their
private goals. During the formation of the kenmon #EF9, this type of document
laid the precedent for issuing non-govermental orders to the localities, and in the
11th century, it was succeeded by mandokoro-kudashibumi B BT T 3L, which
attained a socially recognized existence. Furthermore, this type of communication
became regulated within the framework of the shoen system that solidified in the
12th century, and the authority to issue such documents to local officials was
consolidated by the retired emperor, imperial princesses and the regent house.
The system reached its peak in the shoen proprietorships of the retired emperor,
imperial princesses and the regent house, and this in itself should be called the
systematization of shoen-related documents.

(446)





