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Some Aspects of ‘Ala’ al-dawla Simnant's Activity
by
Yajma Yoichi

‘Al7’ al-dawla Simnani (659/1261-736/1336), a celebrated Kubrawl Sufi in
Ilkhanid Iran, was a mystical thinker and a master of a Sufi order at once. This
article mainly deals with the latter role. As a master of a Sufi order, Simnani
practiced mysticism and guided disciples in Simnan where he was born into a
bureaucratic family.

Simnani denied the extreme cult of saints and the expansion of the order, which
were often the characteristics of the Sufi orders. His order aimed principally at
mystical training such as seclusion, the halwa.

Simnani was respected by some rulers of the Ilkhanid dynasty, like llkhans
Olgeitii and Abd Sa‘id as well as Amir Copan, and had an influence upon them.
Nevertheless, he assumed a negative attitude towards the relation with secular
rulers.

Although the economic conditions of his order are not very clear in the sources,
we know that he gave his private property to the Sufis as wagf endowments. He
prohibited the administrative posts of the property of his order from being
inherited by the predecessors’ descendants.

As a conclusion, his activity as a Sufi master was generally characterized by his
tendency towards orthodoxy and unworldliness. The tendency was influenced not
only by Kubrawism but also by his individual circumstances, for instance, his
belonging to a wealthy family, etc.
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