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The Development of the Sangyé Hokoku Undo
(The Industrial Movement to Serve the State)

——State Socialism and the Wartime Control of Living Conditions——
by
O1xkawA Efjiro

The Sangyé Hokoku Undé started in 1938 during the Sino-Japanese War. At
first, the Welfare Ministry permitted the existence of labor unions, but as the war
continued, it came to disaprove of them. The cause of this change in policy was
that state control was enforced not only on the workshops but also on the people’s
living conditions, i.e. the home. State control of living conditions is incompatible
with the premise of the lahor union.

State control of the people’s living conditions led to a conflict among officialdom,
business and labor regarding two lines of policy concerning the Sangyd Hokoku
Undé: the “State Socialism” line and the “Liberal” line. The State Socialism line
tried to unite the workshops and home in service of the state through the Fukuri
Kései Undé (Public Welfare Movement) which sponsored cooperative and
recreational activities. On the other hand, the Liberal line attempted to maintain
the autonomy of both the workshop and the home, which considered the division
of the role between men and women to be fixed. Of these two lines, former was
more cooperative with the war effort, but its view of womanhood in home was
less discriminatory. However, as the war situation worsened, the conflict
between the two lines disappeared, and the state of affairs turned toward the
postwar.
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