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Paris Municipal Councilors of the Third Republic (1871-1914)
by
NAGAI Nobuhito

In French historiography, Paris of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries is
insufficiently studied. Working on a group of politicians, which is a social and
anthropological reflection of the place in question, we have tried to present some
aspects of the political and social life at this capital under the Third Republic.

On the whole, the municipal councilors came from the upper strata of Parisian
society, and most of them worked in an economic or intellectual profession. The
lower and middle classes were indeed more represented than in the past. But
democratization was limited and was realized mainly by the socialists. The
councilors owed their social position to their own effort and success. Family
connections seldom played a major role in the career of the councilors, especially
in their politicai life. What characterized most of the municipal officials of Paris was
precisely their political career; nearly one third of them became parliamentarians
and some of the ministers. For them, a position at the city hall was only a spring-
board which allowed them to reach the summit of the State. These aspirants for
parliament, often provincials who arrived at the capital for their study, were
elected to the municipal council at a relatively young age. Some of these political
elites would form the hard core of the republican party and manage the affairs of
the country. This passage between city hall and parliament decided to a large
extent the character of the municipal council. By the stakes of its elections and
the tonality of its debates, the Parisian assembly was sort of miniature parliament.
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