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The Confraternities of Florence in the Late Medieval Period
by
SAKAJO Masami

Confraternities, which reached their peak numbers in the late medieval period,
were lay groups of the medieval and early modern periods through which lay
people expressed their individual and collective beliefs. Until the 1980s, historians
were in general not interested in these groups. From the 1870s, these groups had
been studied only by local and church historians or had been studied under the
influence of Burckhardt. However, in recent years, social historians have brought
new models to bear in their studies, and many important books have been
published that recognized the social significance of the confraternities, especially
those of Florence. But these books have examined the confraternities only in two
areas, their charitable and political activities. These points of analysis have
remained separated, and historians have not set them into a collective work. In
this article, using various previous studies, I demonstrate how the confraternities
reflected changes in the political and social constitution concurrent with urban
growth by focusing on Florence of the late thirteenth and fourteenth centuries.

The Attlee Labour Government’s Foreign Economic Policy
and the Colonial Empire

by
YAMAGUTI Ikuto

In 1945, the Attlee Cabinet thought that after a reconstruction period Britain as
a major world power should promote a multilateral international trade system.
They also thought that Britain should foster colonial welfare and economic
progress for British prestige. The first eighteen months of the Labour
government’s life provided little evidence of systematic exploitation of colonial
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