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The Formation of the Democratic Party (J&F %)
——The Political Orientation of Douglas MacArthur and the Movement
for the Establishment of the New Conservative 'Reformist’ Party

after the General Strike of February 1, 1947 in Japan—

by

MIKAWA Joji

The unprecedented revolutionary upsurges during the period of the General
Strike of February 1, 1947 in Japan convereged into the birth of the Kafayama
Tetsu Fr 11135 centrist coalition cabinet, through the 23rd general election on April
25. What occurred during this political process? This problem is treated here by
focusing on the period from after the General Strike until the 23rd general
election. The objects examined are as follows.

First, the political orientation of Douglas MacArthur as the Supreme Com-
mander for the Allied Powers is considered. MacArthur hoped a government
would be formed that could carry 'directed economy policies’ into effect within the
framework of 'the middle course’ excluding the extreme right and the extreme
left, in place of the first Yoshida Shigeru 3 M £ cabinet, with a view to
moderating the surging waves of the revolutionary situation as well as coping with
the ‘March Crisis’.

Second, the movement of the conservative political forces is illuminated. The
up-and-coming young members of the House of Representatives belonging to the
Japan Progressive Party (HA##8%), of whom Inukai Takeru K was the
leading figure, were developing the conservative 'reform’ movement. After the
General Strike they organized a political group, named Shinshinkai (¥7# %) and
ventured on a third political maneuver to form a coalition government with the
Social Democratic Party of Japan (H #<#1 4 5%). Though their attempt collapsed,
they, together with Inukai Takeru and Ashida Hitoshi 75 3%, head of the political
affairs investigation committee of the Japan Liberal Party (HZ<E %), went on
to push the movement forward for the establishment of the new conservative
‘reformist’ party and, overcoming difficulties, succeeded in forming the Democratic
Party on March 31, 1947.

The formation of the Democratic Party, a conservative centrist party ado-
vocating ‘the golden mean’ and ‘modified capitalism’, meant that the conditions
for the realization of the political orientation of Douglas MacArthur after the
General Strike had been generated.
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