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The Reconstruction of Muromachi Bakufu Finances
in the Mid 15th Century

by
HAYASHIMA Daisuke

In this essay, I will examine muromachi bakufu (28 HT #KF) finances during the
mid 15th century from the perspective of financial reconstruction. The Rural
League Uprising (= —#%) of 1441 led to the weakening of imposts levied on
pawnbrokers, and this ushered in a decline in bakufu finances during the period of
kanrei administration (% $HE4). In response to this, the bakufu created the
buichisen policy (43— #%) in 1454, but it failed to collect funds and bakufu finances
went into a state of crisis. In 1455, the collecting methods of the buichisen policy
were reworked by ISE Sadachika (% E %) of the shogunate, and after the revi-
sion issued that year, finances were reestablished. Furthermore, in addition to
the 1456 imperial palace reconstruction that resulted from ISE’s activities,
necessary funds were successfully procured through the implementation of the
kuniyaku system ([Ef%). ASHIKAGA Yoshimasa (/2F|ZEE) succeeded in a
prosperous ceremony to the position of shogun in the newly reconstructed
imperial palace. Considering that the bakufu administration had been led by the
kanrei until this time, it becomes clear that this ceremony was a performative
display of the centrality of the shogun within the bakufu. It emphasized the
accomplishments of revenue improvement and palace restoration, impossible
achievements during the period of kanrei administration. This essay thus
attempts to appraise the significance of the reconstruction of bakufu finances in
terms of political history through the lens of the establishment of Yoshimasa's
administration.
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