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Policy Change Concerning Fishing Rights in the Edo Period
by
AZUMA Sachiyo

It is known that there were certain fishermen who enjoyed the prerogative to
fish in the Miyazu domain during the Edo period.The old Lord in the early Edo
period had granted them wide fishing rights at sea extending to the domain.This
territory was called “Jisaki-Gyojo”. They lived in Miyazu City, but many other
fishermen lived in villages.

From the middle of the 18th century, fishing arguments had increased.Then in
the 19th century, the Miyazu Lord made a rule for the village fishermen, so that
each village had to make sure of their fishing rights in “Iemae-Gyojo” which was
part of “Jisaki-Gyojo”. This word referred to the fishing grounds right in front
of their houses.On the other hand, the Lord settled an argument about fishing
territories between city and village fishermen by setting the standard whether or
not a person was a professional fisherman.The Lord regarded city fishermen as
professional. But ultimately, the city fishermen could fish in smaller territories.

When the city fishermen were denied their fishing rights, they tried to supress
village fishermen’s rights.They argued that the main occupation of the village
fishermen was farming.But the administrators (Kori-Bugyos) refused their cry,
because they insisted that fishing should be “Hongyo” for not only the city
fishermen but the vilage fishermen as well. Thus the utilization of fishing
territories changed.
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