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" An Introduction to Studies in Lord Shang’s Reforms
by
YOSHIMOTO Michimasa

Many scholars have studied Shangjun %% (Lord Shang)’s Reforms, but the his-
torical reality of the Reforms has never been examined. In this article, the au-
thor attempts to examine this problem on the basis of a comprehensive analysis of
Shiji S EC’s description of Lord Shang. In the first part, he comparatively ex-
amines Qinbenji FAH, Liuguonianbico SEEER and Shangiunliezhuang
BEFUE, and confirms the order of these descriptions of Lord Shang, the general
condition of materials concerning Lord Shang quoted by Shif, and the characteris-
tics of Shiji’s creation. In the second part, on the basis of analysis of the contra-
diction between Qinbensi and Shangiunliezhuang, he confirms that Shiji, opposed
to the popular theory, dated the start of the Reforms to the 1st year of the reign
of Xiaogong #/\ of the Qin State. Legends about Lord Shang before Shiji told
that the Reforms continued for ten years or so, but the real Lord Shang recorded
in the chronicle materials acted during almost the whole of Xiaogong's 24 year
reign. The author argues that to solve this contradiction, Shgji dated the start of
one legend to the 1st year, and the end of another to the 24th year of Xiaogong's
reign. In the third part, he analyzes descriptions about the Reforms and con-
cludes that descriptions about the first Reforms contradictory to chronicle mate-
rials were created after symbolization of Lord Shang as an ideal reformer by legal-
ists, and some of the descriptions about the second Reforms certainly contained
chronicle materials, but the Qianbo FFPH system was secondarily added to Lord
Shang after the Former Han period. Shiji’s descriptions about Lord Shang are a
mixture of chronicle materials, legends created by legalists of Lord Shang’s school
established in the Qin state after Zhaoxiangwang HEZET’s reign, and legends cre-
ated by Confucians of the Former Han period after negative symbolization of the
Qin state or Lord Shang. As far as reliable materials such as chronicles are con-
cerned, the historical reality of the Reforms can not be confirmed. While analysis
excavated literary materials of the Warring States, Qin and the Former Han
periods have recently increased, the Reforms must not be premised as an abso-
lute historical reality, but be regarded as merely part of historical tradition.
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