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Trends in Schools of Mirrors with Deities and Sacred Animals
by

UENO Yoshifumi

Mirrors with figures of deities and sacred animals (#1Ek$%) are essential relics
for the research of ancient East Asia in the 2nd and 3rd centuries. The mirror
have been used from the standpoint of chronological study of mirrors in general or
burial mounds (¥53%). Studies have progressed in the chronological aspect, but
few studies have examined the schools of mirror-making from the standpoint of
Chinese archaeology. The typological classification has established the specific
styles of Han mirrors. Using this method, the schools of mirror-making will be
clarified.

In this paper, I analyzed four types of mirrors: 1) the style with ring-like nipples
(BIR$L); 2) the contraposition styles (XER;); 3) the unidirectional styles (
[EliE2Y); and 4) the style arranged in bilateral rows (EF1).

I have used common design units (attributes), combined some types based on
typological classification, and considered distribution and the maker's names on
them.

The groups identified through the process are to be called “schools”. By the
analysis I found five major schools based on particular region: 1) the school of
Guang-Han district (JZEEERR); 2) of eastern North China; 3) of western North
China; 4) of mddle basin of Qiantang Jiang river ($%3#7L%). Each school has ori-
ginal applications of design units, such as the location of deities and sacred anim-
als, inscriptions, geological designs on the mirror edge, and so on. Manufacture
of the mirror began with the school of Guang-Han district. As time goes by, the
school of eastern North China and of the basin of Qiantang Jiang rever becoame
the center of manufacture. After that time, the school of basin of Qiantang Jiang
river and of middle basin of Changjiang river took over. Stimulating each other,
they developed mirror production. The design units peculiar to the schools make
clear the differeces between regions and the special features of the time, thereby
clearly showing the dynamism of mirror production.
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