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Zhang Zai 7% #% and Cheng Yi #2 B ’s view of the descent-line system
(Zong fa 5FH)

by

SASAKT Megumi

Song Neo-Confucianism held that the descent-line system of antiquity as
recorded in the Classics should be restored. Based on an understanding of the
descent-line system as an ideology for lineage solidarity, past scholarship has
explained Song Neo-Confucianism as an effort to enhance lineage cohesiveness.
However, Based on an analysis of the ancient meaning of the descent-line system
and Zhang Zai and Cheng Yi's discussions of the descent-line system, this essay
demonstorates the following. First, the ancient meaning of the descent-line
system referred not to lineage solidarity but focused instead on vertical relations.
Second, the fundamental principle of the descent-line system, primogeniture, was
at variance with a pragmatic conception of lineage and thus was difficult to
implement, and was not conductive to the broad solidarity needed for lineage.
Third, even though the descent-line system possessed the characteristics
mentioned above, Zhang and Cheng’s motivation for espousing the descent-line
system should be understood in an intellectual context of a desire to return to
antiquity rather than in a social context of a hope for lineage cohesion during a
time of heightened social mobility, the view that has here to for dominated
scholarship. Further, this essay demonstorates that while Zhang and Cheng’s
view of the descent-line system have been seen an nearly identical, in fact, they
differed in many respects.

The Evolution of Dao-shu j&#7 in the Han Period : Confucian Classics
#&5, Apocrypha #i#% and Numerology #7%%

by

HOSHINA Sueko
At the end of the Former Han dynasty, the figures known as “dao-shu zhi shi”
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