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Zhang Zai 7% #% and Cheng Yi #2 B ’s view of the descent-line system
(Zong fa 5FH)

by

SASAKT Megumi

Song Neo-Confucianism held that the descent-line system of antiquity as
recorded in the Classics should be restored. Based on an understanding of the
descent-line system as an ideology for lineage solidarity, past scholarship has
explained Song Neo-Confucianism as an effort to enhance lineage cohesiveness.
However, Based on an analysis of the ancient meaning of the descent-line system
and Zhang Zai and Cheng Yi's discussions of the descent-line system, this essay
demonstorates the following. First, the ancient meaning of the descent-line
system referred not to lineage solidarity but focused instead on vertical relations.
Second, the fundamental principle of the descent-line system, primogeniture, was
at variance with a pragmatic conception of lineage and thus was difficult to
implement, and was not conductive to the broad solidarity needed for lineage.
Third, even though the descent-line system possessed the characteristics
mentioned above, Zhang and Cheng’s motivation for espousing the descent-line
system should be understood in an intellectual context of a desire to return to
antiquity rather than in a social context of a hope for lineage cohesion during a
time of heightened social mobility, the view that has here to for dominated
scholarship. Further, this essay demonstorates that while Zhang and Cheng’s
view of the descent-line system have been seen an nearly identical, in fact, they
differed in many respects.

The Evolution of Dao-shu j&#7 in the Han Period : Confucian Classics
#&5, Apocrypha #i#% and Numerology #7%%

by

HOSHINA Sueko
At the end of the Former Han dynasty, the figures known as “dao-shu zhi shi”
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18 #if # I prophesied such events as the fall of Wang Meng E ¥ or the
restoration of the Han dynasty. The term “dao-shu” 7 originally meant sages’
virtuous deeds, but from the later period of the Former Han dynasty onward, it
come to include astronomy and calendar study, putting the Confucian classics,
especially the study of Yi 5 at its center. This fact implies that Confucianism had
grown to be a study to understand the universe, which includes not only human
virtue but also the natural world. “Chen-wei” #i##, or apocrypha, was the most
vital medium for Confucianism to obtain knowledge of contemporary natural
science. It has often been said that “Chen-wei” became popular and Confucianism
declined to mysticism in the Later Han period, but we must not overlook the
scientific aspect of Confucianism of this era.

Regional Order and Intercity Relationships in Medieval Northern Italy
by
SATO Hitomi

This study examines the relationships among medieval northern Italian cities,
magnates and rural communities, which were in a state of incessant war during
the 12" and 13" centuries.

It will be concluded that: in the area of Lombardy and Piedmont, peaces and
cease-fires were mainly negotiated under arbitration by Milan, the largest city in
Lombardy. But after the examination of the relationships among cities other than
Milan, it became clear that what mattered in the arbitration phase was not only
the initiative of Milan, but also a broader consensus of many other cities and
persons, concerned over the conflict. So it could be said that there was a region-
wide order-creating system constructed with the cooperation of many concerned
cities and persons which had common interests.

But on the other hand, this order-creating system was not efficient enough to
also make peace in rural areas, because it couldn’t reflect the opinions or interests
of rural communities, which were growing and becoming more important during
the 13% century.

In the last part, it will be seen that the changing over from commune to
territorial state was brought about to some extent based on the efficiency of this
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