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The Institution of the Mausolea Ritual, Nosaki Bekkohei T i 5 B
by
YOSHIE Takashi

Nosaki bekkoher TEIBIE ¥ was a ritual, held every December, in which one
delivered offerings to the mausolea that were closely related to the reigning
emperor. It was characterized by the dispatching of Zugyé 230 and 7ia jijia 5
BE - KBt who were in the emperor’s attendance. Through the examination of
the ceremony of dispatching, it became clear that in the ritual, in which the
emperor’s act took precedence, the kugys 230l also served as a jiji 7. The
kugyd /N9, dispatched to the mausolea, carried out the ceremony in accordance
with the information he had gathered by himself and on his own judgment. He
also gave a dinner or 7oku %% to other members in his party, and therefore the
kugyd Z3UH was in the sponsor’s position. From this point of view, the time of
the institution of nosaki bekkohei TETHIE . was probably early in the Konin TALZ
Era (810-824). The Konin 5A{Z Era was a period, in which a ritual reflecting
emperor’s strong individual side came into existence from a rituryd 8 4 ritual
which was characterized by the uniformity of its performance. Connecting the
institution of nosaki bekkohei WRTFIEYE with the development of the rifuryé
emperor’s system 4K Bl is important. At the beginning of the Heian Y%7
Period, the rituryd emperor's system 4 KEH| developed against the
U, and at this time the emperor maintained a strong and large organization
which could make the performance of familial ceremonies possible, earlier than any
other powerful family, kenmon ¥F9. By doing this, nosaki bekkoheri 155 5 & ¥
was established.
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