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donors. Through the intensive research on a parish, we can understand how the
public social welfare based on the poor rate and the various kinds of aid based on
private charity co-operated in the forefront of relief of the poor.

A study for reconstruction of the historical view about the establishment

process of Syugendo:the emergence and development of Genja
by
TOKUNAGA Seiko

This study, based on a search of literary sources, aims to review the
assumption that Syugendo was established in the Heian era by the Genja, for
whom, like their supposed successors, the Syugenja, discipline on holy mountains
and Genryoku (supernatural power) were the essential characteristics.

The study revealed that the word “Genja” meant faith healers who practiced
Kaji cures (sorcely cures) without regard for the experience of discipline on holy
mountains. The term appeared in the 10th century, when the Tendai school
formed a new religion which used Yorigito (the cure using Yorimashi).

Also revealed was that originally there existed no significant relation between
discipline on holy mountains and Genryoku. In the Nara era, faith healers were
primarily required to fulfill the Buddhist self-improvement, Jogyo (leading an
immaculate life) and Jikai (observing dharma). However, as demand for Kaji
cures grew and discipline on holy mountains became active and methodically
established, request for Jogyo and Jikai declined to a secondary position behind
Genryoku.

The development of Kaji cures and discipline can be seen as a deviation from
esoteric Buddhism. The emergence of the Genja represents the diversification
and the expansion of esoteric Buddhism in the 10th century, rather than a simple
improvement in discipline.
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