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The Political Process to Ouseihukko EEIEE Coup d’Etat
by

TAKAHASHI Hidenao

The purpose of this article is to analyze the political process from the
Taiseihoukan KBLZER to the Ousethukko T B AE & coup d’état by focusing on
the two leading political powers of this epoch, TOKUGAWA Yoshinobu and the
Satsuma Toubakuha FIFER.

The two main points of this article are ; first, how the Taisethoukan changed
the political situation. Previously, Satsuma had intended to attack Yoshinobu and
a civil war was about to begin. Subsequently however, Satsuma came to accept
him as a member of the goverment to be newly established instead of the Edo
Bakuhu {LF%KF. The reason for this change was the conversion of Yoshinobu.
He agreed with the opinion of some influential Hans #, Satsuma, Tosa, Echizen
etc., favouring creating a new goverment. They called for a new goverment to
be established with the Tenno at the top and that its decisions should be made in
the newly set up parliament.

The second point is how the character of the Satsuma planned coup d’état had
gradually changed. Before the Taisethoukan the purpose of it was to overthrow
Yoshinobu. After, they did not give up their coup d’état plan, but changed their
purpose to getting a leading position in the new goverment by establishing it
through their own initiative. On the other hand, Yoshinobu, in spite of being
informed of Satsuma’s secret plan, made up his mind not to interfere. He feared
any interference would cause a civil war. Instead, he wanted to make a
counterattack after the new goverment was established.
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